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W. J. McCallion Planetarium 
Tuesday, March 20th 
1280 Main St W, Hamilton 
10:15 a.m. @ Squires, Westdale 
 
HBO CURC 
Wednesday, March 21st 
D21 1423 Upper Ottawa Street, Unit 2 
10:00 a.m. 
 
ARM Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday, April 17th 
D21 1423 Upper Ottawa Street, Unit 2 
10:30 a.m. 
 
St. Jacobs Country Playhouse 
Tuesday, May 15th 
40 Benjamin Rd. E., Waterloo 
02:00 p.m. (Westside Story) 
 

 

Editors: R. Giles, M. Payne, T. Viola 
 

OSSTF ARM Website 
 

For a compendium of information regarding 
ARM chapters from across Ontario, please 
see http://www.armcouncil.osstf.ca/. 
 

President’s Report 

 

Executive Meetings 

Meetings for the executive are scheduled for 

Tuesday, April 3, Monday, May 7, and 

Monday, June 4. Meetings begin at 10:30 

a.m. at the D21 Office. All are welcome. 

 

 

President’s Report 

 

On January 16th we had a large inquisitive 

group visit the Burlington Art Gallery for a 

very interesting tour. We then walked along 

the lake to our lunch at the B&B Restaurant, 

at the Waterfront Hotel. 

 

Our February event was a tour at Hamilton’s 

Player’s Guild. Lunch followed at La Luna 

Restaurant at King & Queen Sts. 

 

McMaster University Planetarium 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018, 11:00 a.m. 

 

*Please note:  The Planetarium can only 

accommodate 35 people including 1 

accessible spot* 

 

Meet at Squires Restaurant (across from 

Westdale School) parking lot by 10:15 a.m. if 

you wish to carpool to McMaster. Lunch at 

Squires Restaurant at 12:30 p.m. 

Please email Colleen Wray ASAP at 

cwray@cogeco.ca if you are attending. 

 

ARM AGM 

On Tuesday, April 17, at 10:30 a.m., we will 

have our annual general meeting at the 

district office. Hopefully you will have a 

chance to see a few colleagues from your 

working days and the executive can get a 

chance to meet you if you are new to our 

social events, Arrive a little early for 

refreshments. 

 

Notice of Motion 

Suggested Constitutional changes - 8.1 (A) 

and 8.2 (A) that the wording, “mailed in a 

timely fashion”, be changed to, “sent out in a 

timely fashion”. Thompson/Faulknor.  

Carried. 

 

http://www.armcouncil.osstf.ca/
mailto:cwray@cogeco.ca


ARM D18/21 VOL 4 

 

 

Page 2 of 12 

 

 

Suggested Policy change stating: It shall be 

the Policy of Chapter 18/21, that all articles 

submitted for the newsletter be vetted by the 

Executive prior to newsletter publication.  

Faulknor/Thompson. Carried. 

 

St. Jacobs Country Playhouse 

On Tuesday, May 15 at 2 p.m. the Playhouse 

is presenting “West Side Story”. The theatre 

is in Waterloo at 40 Benjamin Rd., E. but it 

is close to the mall and the market, south of 

the town. 

Some members of ARM D24 Waterloo will 

also be attending. 

 

Please notice that this is not an ARM event. 

We are only facilitating the event for 

interested people and you have to make your 

own travel arrangements. 

 

If interested, please email Milt Payne at 

milt_payne@hotmail.com for details. Limited 

tickets remain. A cheque will need to be 

mailed to: 

 

District 21 OSSTF 

c/o Bob Thompson 

1423 Upper Ottawa St. 

Unit 2, 3 

Hamilton, ON 

L8W 3J6 

 

HBO CURC 
 

The next Hamilton area Congress of Union 

Retirees of Canada [CURC] meeting will 

take place on Wednesday, March 21, at the 

District 21 OSSTF Office, at 10:00 am. Guest 

presenters include: Tom Cooper, Hamilton 

Round Table for Poverty Reduction, will 

speak on the financial dangers of PayDay 

Loans. Also, a presenter [TBA] from the 

Ontario Health Coalition [OHC] to speak on 

the OHC Health Care Action Plan. Health 

care will be a major issue in the forthcoming 

provincial election. 

There will also be reports on Pension issues 

and preparations for the provincial election. 

 

All ARM members are invited to attend since 

ARM is an affiliate of CURC. 

 

Our Group 
 

President: Milt Payne; V.P.: Colleen Wray; 

Benefits Officer: Jay Parekh; Secretary: 

Mary Lou Mattucci; Membership Secretary: 

Barb Brown; Editors: Tony Viola, Milt 

Payne, Ruth Giles; Treasurer: Bob 

Thompson. Members at Large: Malcolm 

Buchanan, Suzanne Burchell, Chester 

Faulknor, Warren Johnson, Murray Kilby, 

Pat Lachapelle, Jan Lukas, Brian Radke, 

Frieda Smyth, Norm Urhig. 

 

 

 

  

http://hotmail.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=1423+Upper+Ottawa+St.+%0D%0A+Unit+2&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1423+Upper+Ottawa+St.+%0D%0A+Unit+2&entry=gmail&source=g
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ARTICLES: 

 

Make Plowing Public Again 

 
https://www.weownit.ca/email_your_mpp?utm_campaign=w

oiw_9&utm_campaign=woiw_9_jan18&utm_medium=email

&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_source

=weownit 

 

The evidence is clear: public plowing is safer 

and less expensive 

 

With the financial collapse of Carillion, the 

private UK multinational that plowed many 

of Ontario’s highways, we’ve got a great 

opportunity to bring plowing back in house, 

where it belongs. 

 

But we have to tell our politicians—this page 

lets you do that easily. 

 

Just enter your postal code and we’ll send 

the email below on your behalf to your 

Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP). 

 

We’ll make sure your MPP knows that you 

want to make plowing public again!  

 

Make plowing public again 

 

I’m concerned about the quality of 

snowplowing in Ontario. As I’m sure you 

know, the Auditor General has determined 

that plowing performed by private 

contractors is slow and substandard, leading 

to dangerous driving conditions and death.  

 

What’s more, privatized snow-clearing costs 

us more in the long run. 

 

In the wake of the financial collapse of 

Carillion, the UK multinational that had 

contracts to plow many of our highways, we 

have a golden opportunity to fix this vital 

public service. 

 

 

I’m demanding that: 

 

• Carillion’s contracts not be re-

tendered to another private company 

or corporation; 

• Carillion’s contracts be brought back 

in house with the Department of 

Transportation, to be performed by 

well trained and professional public 

service workers; 

• All other private snow-clearing 

contracts be re-examined for quality 

and cost-effectiveness; and 

• When those other private snow-

clearing contracts expire, they not be 

renewed or re-tendered. Instead those 

contracts should be brought back in 

house. 

 

As our voice at Queen’s Park, will you help 

keep our community safe and prosperous by 

making plowing public again? 

 

U.S. border guards can search your 

phone: here are some details on how 

 
Border agents can demand a password to open your 

phone, without probable cause 

The Canadian Press Posted: Jan 18, 2018 11:51 PM 

ET Last Updated: Jan 19, 2018 2:31 PM ET 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/usa-border-phones-search-

1.4494371 

 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection issued a 

new directive that sets new limits on border 

agents accessing travellers’ phones, 

establishing criteria for when they can 

demand passwords, conduct extensive 

searches, like downloading documents stored 

in the cloud, or uploading files into a storage 

drive for analysis. 

 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection issued a 

new directive that sets new limits on border 

agents accessing travellers’ phones, 

establishing criteria for when they can 

demand passwords, conduct extensive 

https://www.weownit.ca/email_your_mpp?utm_campaign=woiw_9&utm_campaign=woiw_9_jan18&utm_medium=email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_source=weownit
https://www.weownit.ca/email_your_mpp?utm_campaign=woiw_9&utm_campaign=woiw_9_jan18&utm_medium=email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_source=weownit
https://www.weownit.ca/email_your_mpp?utm_campaign=woiw_9&utm_campaign=woiw_9_jan18&utm_medium=email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_source=weownit
https://www.weownit.ca/email_your_mpp?utm_campaign=woiw_9&utm_campaign=woiw_9_jan18&utm_medium=email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_source=weownit
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searches, like downloading documents stored 

in the cloud, or uploading files into a storage 

drive for analysis.  

 

Battling ‘briefcase law’ in warrantless 

smartphone searches at border Canadian 

privacy commissioner raises flag over 

planned U.S. border password searches. 

 

In one of several testy exchanges during a 

U.S. Senate hearing this week, the country’s 

secretary of homeland security was pressed 

to explain a new policy that allows customs 

agents to examine the cellphones of 

travellers at the border. 

 

“I want to make sure I understand this. I live 

an hour’s drive from the Canadian border,” 

said Vermont Sen. Patrick Leahy. 

 

“If I go to Canada and visit some of my wife’s 

relatives, and I come back ... they [can] say, 

‘We want your laptop and your phone and 

your pass code.’ And I say, ‘Well, do you have 

any reason?’ They say, ‘We don’t need one.’ Is 

that correct? They can do that?” 

 

“Welcome to America,” Leahy added 

sarcastically. 

 

Public employees should delete personal info 

from phones before entering U.S., says N.L. 

privacy commissioner 

 

Canada’s privacy commissioner ‘very 

concerned’ about U.S. border phone searches 

Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen explained some of 

what the new policy does and doesn’t do. 

Some key details: 

 

—Background: Searches of phones were 

skyrocketing. Border agents inspected 30,200 

phones and other devices last year — an 

increase of nearly 60 per cent from 2016. 

U.S. officials say it remains a minuscule 

percentage of overall travellers — 0.007 per 

cent, or roughly one per 13,000. The 

Department of Homeland Security says it’s 

necessary to combat crimes like terrorism 

and child pornography. 

 

—Customs agents have broad power: 

Immigration lawyer Henry Chang notes that 

one of his own colleagues once complained 

about a search, fearing a breach of attorney-

client privilege: “The officer said, ‘I don’t 

care’,” Chang says. He said border guards 

can easily refuse someone entry: “There’s 

ways they can mess with you,” he said. “They 

can just declare you an immigration risk ... 

detain you, turn you away until you co-

operate.... That’s enough to scare people into 

co-operating.” 

 

Border agents inspected 30,200 phones and 

other devices last year — an increase of 

nearly 60 per cent from 2016. (Elaine 

Thompson/Associated Press) 

 

—The new directive: On Jan. 4, U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection issued a new 

directive titled, Border Search of Electronic 

Devices. It actually set new limits on agents, 

establishing criteria for when they can 

conduct extensive searches, like downloading 

documents stored in the cloud, or uploading 

files into a storage drive for analysis. 

 

—Your password: Agents can demand a 

password to open your phone, without 

probable cause, Nielsen confirmed during the 

hearing. However, Electronic Frontier 

Foundation (EFF) staff attorney Sophia Cope 

says the directive, which she calls confusing, 

also allows you to refuse to do so. That, of 

course, is not without its consequences she 

says in a statement to CBC News. Your 

device could be seized or detained. The 

border agent could delay your travel or even 

deny entry if you are not a U.S. citizen. 
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—The cloud: Here, there are new limits. 

Agents can’t just start downloading old files 

from the cloud: “They can search the data 

that is apparent on the phone,” Nielsen said. 

“They can’t use the phone to access anything 

that might be stored remotely.” 

 

—Airplane mode: Officers are supposed to 

ask travellers to shut off their signal. That’s 

to ensure remote files don’t get downloaded 

accidentally. If warranted by security 

concerns, the Jan. 4 directive says officers 

can themselves perform the task of shutting 

off connectivity. 

 

AIRLINES-WIFI 

To ensure remote files don’t get downloaded 

accidentally, border agents should place 

devices in airplane mode, or turn off mobile 

data and Wi-Fi. Travellers may want to turn 

off their phones before border inspections. 

(Lucas Jackson/Reuters) 

 

—Advanced search: An officer may judge it 

necessary for national security purposes, 

such as cases where the traveller is on a 

watch list, to connect a phone to a hard 

drive, then copy its contents for analysis. The 

directive says this requires the approval of a 

certain rank of supervisor. 

 

—Detention: If they can’t access a device, 

officers can detain it for a multi-day period. 

Detentions beyond five days must be 

approved by management. To detain a 

device, officers must fill out a form. 

 

—Sensitive info: Lawyers can claim 

attorney-client privilege, citing which 

specific files are sensitive, and the officer 

must consult with customs legal counsel and 

the U.S. attorney’s office to determine which 

files should be isolated from the regular 

search. Medical records, proprietary business 

information and journalists’ notes must be 

handled in accordance with U.S. law, like 

privacy and trade-secrets legislation. 

 

—Accountability: Travellers can be present 

during a search, though they can’t ask to see 

the screen. Travellers must be notified of the 

purpose for a search. There are national-

security exceptions on those rights. But 

travellers must be given information on 

where they can complain. Searches must be 

documented, with statistics kept and 

regularly published. Regular audits must 

keep track of whether agents are following 

rules. 

 

—Destruction of records: Any copies of 

information held by U.S. customs must be 

destroyed, and any electronic device returned 

— unless there’s a security threat and 

probable cause for an exception. 

 

—So what to do: Chang offers three pieces of 

advice — before crossing the border, delete 

private material or transfer it to the cloud; at 

the border, turn on airplane mode yourself; 

and, finally, be prepared, unless you have 

some really compelling privacy reason, to 

just turn over your phone. 

“You’ve got to choose your battles,” he said. 

 

Border agents cannot stop U.S. citizens from 

entering the country, even if they refuse to 

unlock their device or provide the password. 

However, EFF says, “agents may escalate 

the encounter if you refuse. For example, 

agents may seize your devices, ask you 

intrusive questions, search your bags more 

intensively, or increase by many hours the 

length of detention.”  

 

If a foreign visitor doesn’t comply, agents 

may deny them entry, EFF says. 
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Shannex wins right to argue for secrecy 

of nursing-home contracts with 

province 

Halifax company will be allowed to intervene 

in Green Party leader’s quest for information 

By Jacques Poitras, CBC News Posted: Jan 

15, 2018 2:33 PM AT Last Updated: Jan 15, 

2018 2:34 PM AT 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/shannex-

right-to-information-intervene-1.4487966 

 

David Coon, leader of the Green Party of New 

Brunswick, wants the court to order the 

province to release unredacted copies of the 

six contracts it signed with Shannex. 

(Jacques Poitras/CBC) 

A private company in Halifax has won the 

right to argue against the New Brunswick 

government releasing secret details of its 

nursing-home contracts. 

Court of Queen’s Bench Justice Terrence 

Morrison ruled Monday that Halifax-based 

Shannex can intervene in a right-to-

information case brought to court by Green 

Party Leader David Coon. 

“Shannex and its interests are at the very 

heart of this appeal,” Morrison said. 

‘We’re not talking about Shannex’s money. 

We’re talking about public money.’- David 

Coon, Green Party leader 

Coon wants the court to order the province to 

release six contracts it has signed with 

Shannex, without any redaction. 

Coon told reporters that with the province 

giving a greater role to the private sector in a 

range of government services, the exact 

terms of contracts — including dollar figures 

— need to be public. 

“We need to know,” Coon said. “How much is 

this actually costing the New Brunswick 

public? How is this money being spent? Are 

we getting value for money? It needs to be an 

open book.” 

Shannex operates two nursing homes in 

Fredericton and one each in Moncton, 

Riverview, Saint John, and Quispamsis. Last 

fall it was chosen to build a new nursing 

home in Miramichi. 

The Liberal government of Shawn Graham 

signed the first agreement with Shannex in 

2008. 

Comparison never done 

Then auditor-general Mike Ferguson 

recommended the province evaluate whether 

contracts with private companies were less 

expensive than the traditional community-

based, non-profit, provincially subsidized 

model. That evaluation was never done. 

Coon had expected to argue the case Monday 

against a government lawyer, but Shannex 

instead sent its lawyer to court to seek 

intervener status in the case. 

Lawyer Ryan Burgoyne argued that 

releasing specific details of the contracts 

could hurt Shannex by giving competitors an 

advantage in bidding on future government 

projects. 

“A third party could figure out Shannex’s 

pricing information by working back,” he 

said. 

Shannex lawyer Ryan Burgoyne argued that 

releasing certain details of the contracts 

might give the company’s rivals an 

advantage. (Jacques Poitras/CBC) 

Government lawyer Allan Morgan supported 

the company’s request to intervene. He told 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/cbc-news-online-news-staff-list-1.1294364
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/shannex-right-to-information-intervene-1.4487966
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/shannex-right-to-information-intervene-1.4487966
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Morrison Shannex’s arguments would “round 

out” the hearing. 

Coon filed a request for the contracts in 2016 

under the Right to Information and 

Protection of Privacy Act. Seniors Minister 

Lisa Harris released them a year ago, but 

with key sections blacked out. 

Coon appealed that decision to then-

Information commissioner Anne Bertrand, 

who recommended the documents be 

released in full. She said the information was 

about public money, not Shannex’s money, 

and there was no evidence the company 

would be hurt. 

Heading to court 

But Harris refused to heed that 

recommendation, prompting Coon to go to 

court. 

Shannex’s application to intervene pushed 

back the hearing of Coon’s main appeal to 

Feb. 27. 

Coon argued against Shannex being allowed 

to intervene, citing Bertrand’s finding that 

“the opportunity was there for evidence [of 

potential harm] to be presented and the 

department did not do so.” 

But Morrison ruled that because it was clear 

Shannex’s business position “may” be 

affected by disclosure — the legal threshold 

— he had to give the company standing. 

“I have no doubt whatsoever that Shannex 

has a direct interest in the subject matter of 

this appeal,” he said. “Its release could — 

and I emphasize could — be damaging to the 

financial interests of Shannex.” 

The redacted information included “bed 

days” and per diem rates charged by 

Shannex, two figures that together 

determine what the province pays the 

company. It also included the number of full-

time equivalent positions at the nursing 

homes. 

Coon told reporters that even with Shannex 

intervening, he was confident Morrison 

would order the province to release 

unredacted versions of the contracts. 

Feels thwarted by ‘secrecy’ 

“What we’re talking about is public money to 

fulfil the public mandate of the Department 

of Social Development to provide nursing 

home services to New Brunswickers,” he 

said. “We’re not talking about Shannex’s 

money. We’re talking about public money.” 

Coon said he has been stymied in several 

right-to-information requests to the province 

for details of its contracts with private 

companies, from what it will pay for a supply 

of retail cannabis to its lease of space for a 

tourism welcome centre. 

“The secrecy this government has imposed 

on government operations is unprecedented,” 

he told reporters. 

Burgoyne and Morgan would not comment to 

reporters after the hearing. 
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Recognizing a member: 

Acquiring the Panchal Mansaram 

Collection 

 

BY DEEPALI DEWAN 

ROM MAGAZINE I WINTER 2018 

 

From 2014 onward, the ROM has acquired 

over 700 pieces from the archive of Panchal 

Mansaram (P. Mansaram). Mansaram is one 

of the few artists of the South Asia diaspora 

whose career in Canada stretches over 50 

years. The collection includes paintings, 

drawings, prints, photographs, fabrics and 

film. 

 

 

 

As well, it includes a collection of popular 

and folk art that the artist used as 

inspiration and source material; and archival 

documents. The ROM is now the largest 

repository of his work anywhere in the world. 

This collection is an invaluable resource for 

understanding the role of diasporic artists in 

a global history of modernism. 

 

Mansaram (b.1934) grew up in Mount Abu, 

in the hills of Rajasthan, in western India. 

As a young boy, he was fascinated by cinema. 

He came from a large family but lost east of 

them to a typhoid epidemic. Cinema brought 

him comfort and escape, but also introduced 

him to the power of media and the 

pervasiveness of popular images in daily life. 

He studied at the Sir J. J. School of Art and 

later at the Rijks Academie in Amsterdam. 

In 1966, he migrated to Canada with his 

artist wife Tarunika and three-month-old 

daughter Mila. He formed a friendship with 

Canadian philosopher Marshall McLuhan 

that would last throughout their lives.  

 

McLuhan’s ideas resonated with Mansaram’s 

work. Mansaram’s series Rear View Mirror, 

based on McLuhan’s writings, relates the 

fragmentary experience of contemporary life. 

It is a perspective through the rearview 

mirror of a car: moving forward but with one 

eye on the past, seeing the world through 

small fragments, akin to media-saturated 

culture. For Mansaram, the technique of 

collage served as an artistic practice and life 

philosophy that mirrored his experience as a 

diaspora artist. 

 

Maharaja combines Indian and Canadian 

popular imagery, juxtaposing seemingly 

disconnected elements. A large image of 

Jaipur maharaja Ram Singh (1835-1880) is 

surrounded by newspaper images of 

Canadian prime minister Pierre Trudeau 

(1919-2000). This work uses Indian popular 

imagery to comment on contemporary 

Canadian concerns. Maharaja refers to 

Trudeau as much as to Ram Singh, a title, 

one could argue, created out of their media 

representations more than their real selves. 

 

Panchal Mansaram (b. 1934), Maharaja, 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, Paint, paper, 
ink, plywood, 1966-1968,124.5 x 124.5 cm 
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https://www.weownit.ca/ 

 

Soon, we’ll be sending out a short 

questionnaire to all the candidates in all the 

ridings across the province. It will give us a 

sense of how much they value public 

services. And how likely they’d be to 

privatize those services if elected. 

To ensure all candidates fill out the survey, 

we want to keep it to five questions. But 

we’ve got 10 potential questions that we’d 

like to ask. 

 

And here’s where you come in. 

 

Please help us decide which five questions 

we should put to our candidates. 

 

All you have to do is tell us which five you 

think are best. Which five will give you the 

information you need to cast the best ballot 

for yourself, your job, your family, and your 

community? 

 

Remember, we’re not asking you to complete 

the survey. We’re asking you to help us 

decide which questions should appear on the 

survey 

 

Click here to choose the 5 questions you’d 

most like your provincial election candidates 

to answer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSSTF Provincial 

 

Public Education — It’s For Everyone 

 
http://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/public-education/it-s-for-

everyone.aspx 

 

Public education in Ontario has a long 

tradition of providing students with the 

knowledge, skills and sense of community 

they need to find success and contribute in a 

meaningful way to the social and economic 

fabric of a prosperous and dynamic province. 

 

OSSTF/FEESO believes strongly in that 

tradition, but we also recognize that in a 

rapidly growing and changing Ontario, 

there’s always more work to do to ensure 

that public education continues to meet the 

needs of all who rely on it. 

 

We believe that the publicly-funded 

education system should recognize the 

following principles: 

 

• UNIVERSALITY—access for 

everyone 

• COMPREHENSIVENESS—

opportunity for everyone 

• PROFICIENCY—achievement for 

everyone 

• ACCOUNTABILITY—value for 

everyone 

 

Ontario’s public education system is perhaps 

the province’s most important asset. 

OSSTF/FEESO members continue to 

dedicate their time and energy to protecting 

and enhancing that system, just as we have 

for almost 100 years. And we believe it’s 

important for Ontario’s government to have 

a similar commitment to ensuring that 

public education works for everyone. 

 

 

https://www.weownit.ca/
https://www.weownit.ca/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2Fprivatizationcandiadatesurvey&e=5d77da0304577d655c3ea849c80da446&utm_source=weownit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=woiw_13_feb15&n=3
https://www.weownit.ca/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2Fprivatizationcandiadatesurvey&e=5d77da0304577d655c3ea849c80da446&utm_source=weownit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=woiw_13_feb15&n=3
https://www.weownit.ca/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2Fprivatizationcandiadatesurvey&e=5d77da0304577d655c3ea849c80da446&utm_source=weownit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=woiw_13_feb15&n=3
http://www.osstf.on.ca/media/digital-publications/public-education/it-s-for-everyone/index.html
http://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/public-education/it-s-for-everyone.aspx
http://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/public-education/it-s-for-everyone.aspx
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Here is what we believe the Ontario 

Government needs to do to protect and 

enhance publicly-funded education in our 

province: 

 

 

Early Learning 

 
 

More Professional Support for ALL Students  

 
 

Professional Judgement and Collaboration  

 
 

Funding Formula 

 
 

University Funding and Oversight  

 

 

One Public Education System in Each  

Official Language 

 
 

School Boards Collective Bargaining Act  

 

 

 

 
The Elephant at the Health Ministers’ 

Meetings: How Will Provinces Cope 

with $31 Billion Cut 

 
New National Report Outlines the Huge Cost of the 

Failed Health Accord 

 

Edmonton, AB, October 18, 2017 — As 

Health Ministers from across Canada meet 

in Edmonton today, Canada’s Health 

Coalitions released a report showing the 

recent bilateral health schemes pushed 

through by the Trudeau government have 

come at a huge cost. The report “Health 

Accord Breakdown: Costs and Consequences 

of the Failed 2016/17 Negotiations” 

calculates that the failure of the Health 

Accord will mean a health care funding 

shortfall of $31 billion for the provinces with 

no concrete targets to improve public health 

care for Canadians and no plan to bridge the 

fiscal gap. Calling the rhetoric around health 

transformation and target funds for home 

and mental health care “more PR than 

substance”, the coalitions also tallied the 

non-monetary costs of the lost Health 

Accord: the grave problems of under capacity 

in public hospitals, long-term and 

community care; long-waits; growing 

inequities and problems with access to care 

that will continue without any national plan 

to address them. 

 

The report includes a province-by-province 

breakdown of the shortfall between the 

funding contained in the bilateral deals and 

the level of funding required just to ensure 

that our current basket of public health care 

services remain for the next 10 years. The 

numbers are substantial. For worst-hit 

provinces, the gap ranges from $3.4 to $13.6 

billion. 

 

“The Trudeau government’s bilateral health 

funding schemes represent a fundamental 

break both with their election promises and 

with the previous Liberal policy. Instead of a 

revitalized federalism, building from the 

2004 Health Accord’s reinvestments and the 

groundwork that was laid to restore health 

services and set measurable targets for 

progress, the Trudeau Government has 

aligned itself with the retrenchment policies 

of the Harper era,” says Natalie Mehra, co-

author of the report and Executive Director, 

Ontario Health Coalition. “A fundamental 

policy rethink is needed.” 

 

“Patients are going to notice the effect of 

these cuts. It’s only a matter of time until the 

Health Accord will have to be negotiated,” 

says Adrienne Silnicki, co-author of the 

report and Director of Policy and Advocacy, 

Canadian Health Coalition. “A Health 

Accord should be seen as an opportunity to 

protect, strengthen and expand our public 

http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/early-learning.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/more-professional-support-for-all-students.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/professional-judgement-and-collaboration.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/funding-formula.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/university-funding-and-oversight.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/one-public-education-system.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/one-public-education-system.ashx?la=en-CA
http://www.osstf.on.ca/-/media/Provincial/Documents/Public-Education/it-s-for-everyone/school-boards-collective-bargaining-act.ashx?la=en-CA
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health care system. It is too important to 

give up for another decade.” 

 

Health Coalitions across. Canada are calling 

on the federal, provincial, territorial to 

return to the negotiating table. To safeguard 

public health care for all, the federal 

government must agree to pay their fair 

share and commit to meeting the real costs 

of health care. This requires at least a 5.2 

per cent CHT escalator. To strengthen public 

health care, the federal, provincial, and 

territorial governments must reaffirm their 

commitment to the Canada Health Act and 

the Federal government must properly 

enforce the Act. Both levels of government 

must commit that public health care funding 

is spent on public health care and must build 

capacity to reduce wait times and implement 

national standards so people across Canada 

can access equitable high quality public 

health care services. To expand public health 

care, federal leadership is needed to create a 

national drug plan, a seniors’ care plan and 

improve mental health care. 

Provincial and Territorial Health Coalitions 

across Canada are marking the pan-

Canadian Health Ministers’ meetings by 

releasing the report in their provinces today. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Natalie Mehra, Executive Director and 

report co-author, Ontario Health Coalition 

416-441-2502 or ohc@sympatico.ca; Adrienne 

Silnicki, National Director, Policy and 

Advocacy and report co-author, Canadian 

Health Coalition 613-402-6793; Sandra 

Azocar, Executive Director, Friends of 

Medicare (Alberta) 780-423-4581; Chris 

Parsons, Provincial Coordinator, Nova Scotia 

Health Coalition 902-406-9422; Adam Lynes-

Ford, Campaigner, British Columbia Health 

Coalition 604681-7945; Mary Boyd, Chair, 

P.E.I. Health Coalition 902-892-9074; Craig 

Yeo, Alternatives North craig.yeo@gmail.com 
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On the lighter side… 

 

 
Tuesday, March 15th, 2011 at 8:55 am, Dan Thompson, TulsaPets Magazine 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Education employees can save on car and home insurance. 

 

Did you know that OTIP can save Ontario education employees up to 25% on car insurance? You 

can also save up to 50% on home insurance when you insure both your car and home with OTIP! 

 

Visit www.OTIPinsurance.com/savings and start saving today! 
 

 
 
*Restrictions apply. 

 

http://www.otipinsurance.com/savings

